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I have always been a person interested both in the humanities and the sciences. I think that a cross-pollination of the skills required from these, opens up whole new worlds of understanding. As an example, in teaching, I think I need to draw on my skills in the areas of psychology, sociology, literature, and language, but I also need to be strong as a logical thinker when planning lessons and analyzing why any particular student is having difficulty.

Logical thinking has to be at the heart of any analysis be that in education, science or in making choices in life. Too often, however, I see my students having difficulty in this area. At an age when they are starting to be called upon to make decisions and formulate opinions, it would appear that they sometimes think of these processes as almost random. Yet, if we look at the Giselle scales of emotional maturity, we see that this is the age when conscience is becoming firm and when students are becoming more organized in both their learning and their thinking. Perhaps it is a ripe time for them to learn the logic of logic through a unit on the scientific method.

The scientific method calls upon us to observe, evaluate, hypothesize, test, and analyze, all in a very prescribed manner. It is just this kind of procedure that is hands-on and yet requires higher- level thinking that will be perfect for this age group. Rather than speaking in generalities, the students will be able to perform experiments and learn the concept of deduction by actually using their deductive reasoning. 

I intend to use the subject of forensic science as the lead-in to this unit. A quick perusal of the offerings on television shows a profusion of shows such as Law and Order and CSI that are making this branch of science popular these days. Hopefully, this will appeal to the boys as much as the girls.

Learning the language of the scientific method is learning a skill that can be extrapolated to all other aspects of life. I am excited to share my love of this formal way of problem solving and hope to impart that to my students.
